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SGM, Inc. at Kingdom Bound 2011 
 
 SGM, Inc. got a tremendous amount of exposure at Kingdom Bound 

2011, with Executive Director Rev. Terry King presenting a workshop on 

Monday on Living with Addictive Behavior, and the SGM, Inc. staff (along 

with representatives from SGM, Inc. Rochester and SGM, Inc. Elmira) staff-

ing our table in the vending tent. 
 
 The workshop was especially well-attended, with over 75 participants        

present.  We are already looking at a workshop series for Kingdom Bound 

2012, as the topic was clearly one that hit close to home for a lot of KB     

attendees.  If you missed the workshop and are interested in receiving a copy 

of the handouts, please e-mail info@sgmworld.org to request a copy. 
 
 Weôre already planning our display table for next year and are      

looking forward to the opportunity to share again with people from all over 

the US and Canada about the work being done ï and the lives being changed 

ï at SGM, Inc..   
 
Congratulations to our friends and partners at Kingdom Bound   

Ministries on 25 years of presenting the ñgospel through the arts!ò 

 Early Summer Motivational Program A Success 
 
On Thursday, June 16th, SGM, Inc. welcomed Rev. Darius 

Pridgen, Senior Pastor of True Bethel Baptist Church and 

Councilman for the City of Buffalo Ellicott District to pre-

sent a motivational message for ñGrace Houseò clients.  Rev. 

Pridgen spoke to over 40 clients who attended the program, 

which also included a discussion and presentation by        

Associate Director George Alexander on locating             

employment, interviewing skills, and the challenges faced by         

ex-offenders seeking jobs. 
 
Rev. Pridgen encouraged the residents, urging them to stay 

focused on the positive, pointing out ñYouôre still in the 

game!  You arenôt in a casket, you arenôt in jail.  You have 

an opportunity to turn your life around!ò  He reminded the 

residents to stay focused on the people for whom they are role models, especially their children,           

encouraging them to pursue employment, education, and being the kind of parent their children            

deserve.  ñIôm not talking about just paying child support or providing Pampers,ò he said, ñIôm talking 

about stepping up and doing what youôre supposed to do to be a parent to your kids.ò  
 
 Rev. Pridgen emphasized education as a means of success, whether that means pursuing a GED 

or a college degree.  He also stressed the importance of assuring 

that oneôs children get a good education; as he pointed out, 

ñsociety does not take on the burden for educating our children; 

thatôs our responsibility and we need to see to it that our children 

are given the educational opportunities they need to succeed.ò 
 
 During a question and answer session at the close of the        

presentation, residents expressed their sincere thanks to Rev. 

Pridgen for taking the time to speak to them.  ñI just want to 

shake your hand and tell you I appreciate you coming today,ò 

one resident said.  
Pictured from left: George Alexander,  

 Rev. Darius Pridgen, and Rev. Terry King 

Micah 6:8  

ñWhat does He       

require of you  oh 

man but to act justly, 

love , mercy and walk     

humbly  with your 

God.ò 

mailto:info@sgmworld.org


Buy a Brick  Buy a Brick  

 AmericaéA nation at a crossroads. Daily news reports of a nation turned upside down. Many of our 

clients face challenges returning home from prison: high unemployment, lack of educational            

opportunities, limited resources for assistance, a cloudy national policy on reentry assistance and many 

simply saying to our clients ñYouôre on your own, I hope you make it.ò   The mentality all too often is 

that the client got him or herself into this, now they should get themselves out.  With difficult economic 

times, there is also a spirit that says ñI am trying to survive myself, how or why should I help you?ò  

That can be your reality as long as you are not the next victimé 

 A nation under siege is a nation lost to sinful desire and wretched choices.  A relationship with God affords us 

the opportunity to stand at the crossroads and make a choice.  In Jeremiah 6:16, this is what the LORD says: "Stand at 

the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for 

your soul.ò  What will you chose to do today? For many clients walking through the ñGrace Houseò experience they are 

making new choices; choosing to live law-abiding lives, experience Christ alive and find their rightful place in our   

community.  SGM, Inc. exists to restore lives and to   provide a place of opportunity built on the foundations of Christ.  

SGM, Inc. is not about preaching Christ, but about showing people Christ alive. 

 I often hear clients say ñNo one really cares about me, or about whether I go back to prison or not.ò  That must 

be very discouraging when you accept yourself as a member of community that is lost with no hope.  We have           

recognized the need to teach clients to move beyond the submission to authority and learn how to cope, use wisdom, 

discern and make healthy life choices as a free member of community.   

 The story of the ñGrace Houseò growth and expansion is miraculous and a true testament to God and people of 

faith actively serving Him and responding to needs.  The womenôs center in Buffalo is full, the womenôs center in 

Rochester is fullé  As SGM, Inc. has expanded, each facility has acquired a waiting list and is consistently full.  The 

facilities are full not simply because there are so many returning from prison but also because there is recognition of 

state and local government that SGM, Inc. is a facility of accountability, help, hope, and structure that many of our    

clients simply need and have avoided much of their lives.   

 Today we offer life skills classes in housing, employment, decision-making, money management, and           

parenting; religious education; mentoring; and recreational activities.  We are examining introducing a ñfamily          

reunificationò component; family   reunification is about each family member become whole, healthy and willing to 

participate in healthy living, learning new ways to live life and embracing a new-found spiritual freedom. It is tough for 

our clients, having been ñset freeò to return to a family environment that remains focused on use, abuse and dysfunction. 

We realize this program is necessary, and we pray for Godly direction in the program development. 

 On average 30 ï 40 % of our clients read at or below the 5th grade level.  In response to this need, SGM, Inc. 

has introduced adult education, partnering with a local adult education center to offer a Pre-GED/GED education      

program to clients. Many thanks to Mark Hill of Elim Fellowship and Alyssa Gross of SGM, Inc. for their tireless     

efforts to develop the curriculum and provide strategic oversight. To further support the GED program, SGM, Inc. is 

renovating unfinished sections of our corporate offices to accommodate two classrooms.  And finally, we are examining 

broadening our relationship with local employers, developing a job bank for employment opportunities for work-ready 

clients.   

 I was blessed to have the opportunity to share at the ñKingdom Boundò music festival in early August of this 

year.  The topic was related to those whose loved one is addicted, arrested, incarcerated and seeks reconciliation.  The 

response was overwhelming and reminded me just how large a problem this is and how often families of faith struggle 

in private, believing they are alone.  In July, George Alexander and I traveled to Washington DC, where we met with 

Denise OôDonnell, Director of the US Bureau of Justice Assistance.  We were encouraged by her insight and support 

and SGM, Inc. remains hopeful to participate in 2012 with the US Department of Justice to receive technical training 

and development assistance to grow SGM, Inc. and broaden our core impact.  

 ñGrace Houseò Rochester continues to mature and improve, and now includes three facilities, including a  

womenôs facility.     Buffalo continues assisting Dansville and Elmira in guiding their respective cities in establishing a 

ñGrace House.ò  Bishop Hugh Nelson and his team from Church of God of East Flatbush traveled to Buffalo, spending 

a day with us to plan site development of property located in Brooklyn that is planned to be ñGrace Houseò Brooklyn. 

Continued on Page 3...  
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 SGM, Inc. office hours are:  Monday through Friday  

9:00 a.m.ï 4:00 p.m.   Phone:  893-1840 

A Word from the Director                                                                   Rev. Terry KingA Word from the Director                                                                   Rev. Terry King  
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    Update on ñGracie House,ò SGM, Inc. Womenôs Facility 
 

The ñGrace Houseò facility for women, affectionately referred to by staff, 

Parole, and clients as ñGracie Houseò to distinguish it from the menôs  

facilities, has been up and running for about nine months.  Currently at 

full capacity, the facility has become a home for the 15+ women who 

have already been served by the womenôs program. 
 
One of the greatest needs we have for the womenôs facility is for       

clothing, personal care, and feminine hygiene products for women.  We 

have been overwhelmed by the support of the community and area 

churches over the past ten years in providing new and gently-used     

clothing, shoes, outerwear, and related items for our menôs ñBlessing 

Room.ò  That same level of support is needed to provide our female    

clients with access to shirts, pants, socks, shoes, undergarments, and    

winter attire through the Womenôs Blessing Room. 

 

 

This summer culminated with the partnership agreement between SGM and the St. John Fruit Belt    Community 

Development Corporation for development of one reentry program targeting young offenders and another to  

provide aftercare to female ex-offenders.  Looking forward, SGM, Inc. is sponsoring a legislative breakfast 

meeting with support from City of Buffalo Councilmember Richard Fontana, Councilmember Rev. Darius   

Pridgen, and Rev. Mike Chapman of St. John Baptist Church.  We are hopeful to have the area legislative      

representatives on a local, state and federal level come to discuss trends with young offenders and to allow us to 

present viable programmatic efforts to combat the rising number of young offenders in our community.  

 As always, many items are needed that we rely on the community of faith to support.  Whether it is the 

purchase of Bibles, classroom materials, instructional videos or ministry outreach efforts for   restoration, we ask 

for and need your help.  

 Please consider how you can assist and provide for this cash need; your donation will directly touch 

lives.  Perhaps you will consider ñbuying a brickò for $100.00 with a brick ensconced in the new SGM, Inc.   

Outreach Center, or a cash donation as you are led.  You may also donate to SGM, Inc. by going to             

http://www.sgmworld.org/support_us.htm.  The community of faith built ñGrace Houseò and continues         

supporting the ministry outreach in a way that government cannot.  Please know that your donation and your 

prayers mightily touch lives for good, afford opportunity to the disenfranchised and provide countless             

opportunities for God to ñset the captive freeò      

     Set free by His mercy and grace, Rev. Terry King, Executive Director 

 
SGM, Inc. Introduces News Blog! 

 
SGM, Inc. in May of this year unveiled our News 

Blog, which will provide our supporters and     

stakeholders with frequent updates about upcoming 

events, facility happenings, new programming,     

volunteer opportunities, and newsworthy events at 

other SGM, Inc. locations. Entries appear       

chronologically but are also categorized according 

to subject, making it easy to focus on the news items 

that are most relevant to you. Visit the blog at 

www.sgmworld.org/wordpress and check back    

frequently for updates! 

A Word from the Director Continued from page 2 

http://www.sgmworld.org/support_us.htm
http://www.sgmworld.org/wordpress
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GED Program Needs Your Support! 
 
 During the last several years, we have witnessed many of 

our clients processed through program having come from state   

prison without a GED and having not completed school to a level          

sufficient to read, write and navigate life.  Many of our clients    

arrive with a third or fourth grade reading level, unable to complete 

basic job applications.  
 
 Local adult educational opportunities screen out parolees,            

indicating that the classes are full or the clients do not meet the 

ñadmission criteria,ò meaning ñWe really do not want to serve youéò  After assessing this problem, praying for a Godly   

solution and in wise counsel of staff and stakeholders, SGM, Inc. has begun an internal GED school program. SGM, Inc. in 

partnership with the University at Buffalo Educational Opportunity Center (UB EOC) and area educators who volunteer to 

teach.   The class offers to all returning parolees of Western New York the opportunity to complete their education. The    

educational classes are provided at our new office complex.  This is where you can help us solve this problem. 
 
 The SGM, Inc. corporate office and community center has two unfinished sections that are sufficient to                

accommodate 2 class rooms to provide learning space for up to 15 students in each classroom with instructor and visual aids.  

The two areas need heating and cooling systems installed; Tri R manufacturing has provide SGM, Inc. with a very fair and 

well below market cost to assist us install the heating and cooling system, the area also needs dedicated electrical and four 

windows replaced.  By faith we have ordered the HVAC units and are presently moving forward to install the windows and 

assess running electrical circuits for the air units. We remain hopeful to have this project completed by October 1, 2011 to 

accommodate the fall adult education classes.  
 
 We are asking for your support and assistance to help raise funds for the classroom educational space project.   As a           

supporting partner, you already know that SGM, Inc. does not solicit funds unless there is a viable, sustainable impacting 

project to support and impact the lives of the clients we serve.  SGM, Inc. staff and program participants will labor together 

complete the facility property planned improvements. 
 
 We believe this educational opportunity will assist men and women to become productive members of society and 

leave ñGrace Houseò with life tools necessary to succeed. We ask that you would prayerfully consider how you can assist 

with a financial donation.  Please know that SGM, Inc. is making a difference in Western New York.  Lives are being     

transformed through the power of our Lord and Savior. 

     Area Businesses Invited to Support Rewards Program 
 
As part of a continuing effort to engage the local business community in our work, we are        

offering an opportunity for local businesses to support our client incentive rewards program, 

which provides small rewards (gift cards for local retailers and restaurants, movie passes, event tickets, etc.) to 

clients for achieving various   program milestones and remaining in compliance with program requirements. 

 The requested donation per business is $50; all businesses who participate will receive an acknowledge-

ment in our Winter 2011 newsletter as a supporting partner.  This will not only support our program, but will 

also provide promotional exposure to your     business, bringing it to the attention of 1500+ potential customers.  

Please consider a donation in support of this program; our agency is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.          

Donations will be accepted in the form of a check or credit card; please be aware that you can also donate online 

(www.sgmworld.org/support_us.htm - click on ñOne Time Giftò).  Checks may be sent to Saving Grace         

Ministries, Inc., 2025 Bailey Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14211 ï please put ñBusiness Sponsorò in the memo 

line.  Please make your donation by November 1, 2011, to assure your businessôs inclusion in the newsletter! 

 

Rev. Mark Hill,  Elim Fellowship, GED Teacher 

THANK YOU TO PARKVIEW PHARMACY FOR HELPING TO SUPPORT OUR REWARDS PROGRAM! 

http://www.sgmworld.org/support_us.htm
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THANKSGIVING DINNER 
Every year the SGM, Inc. staff hosts a dinner for all SGM, Inc. clients on Thanksgiving.  This is    

always a well-attended event, and the clients look forward to sharing a meal with the SGM, Inc. staff 

and clients who have become like family to them.  In order to make this event successful, we will 

need donations of food items - everything that goes into a traditional Thanksgiving meal, including 

turkeys, stuffing, potatoes, salads, salad dressing, pies, drinks, cranberry sauce, squashé 
For many of our clients, this will be the first Thanksgiving dinner theyôve ever experienced.   

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
Each year, local churches provide gifts for each of the clients, as well as gift cards in small             

denominations to area fast food and other restaurants or to local stores.  Every year, clients who have 

never received a Christmas gift of their own are handed a wrapped package to open that contains a 

brand-new gift that was purchased just for them.  In order to provide the men and women we serve 

with the same opportunity to experience receiving a Christmas gift, we will need donations of the  

following: 

 

 64 gifts for men 

 - sweatshirts in various sizes 

 - menôs socks, underwear, t-shirts in various sizes 

 - new winter coats in various sizes (including 2-3 in XXL or larger) 

 - shaving/bathroom/hygiene kits for men 

 

 6 gifts for women 

 - sweatshirts or tops in various sizes 

 - womenôs socks, underwear in various sizes 

 - new winter coats in various sizes 

 - shaving/bathroom/hygiene kits for women 

 

 Gift cards in various denominations for McDonaldôs, Tim Hortonôs, Dunkin Donuts,  

 Wal-Mart, or other area clothing or shoe stores 

 

CHILDRENôS GIFTS 
SGM, Inc. also provides gifts for the clients to take to their children on Christmas eve; to assist in that        

endeavor, we are accepting unwrapped toys or other childrenôs gifts for various ages (up to 18); gifts 

are sorted and tagged and wrapped by our staff prior to being distributed.  Based on prior yearsô num-

bers, we anticipate needing the following: 

 

 25 gifts for children under 5 (books, games, stuffed animals) 

 20 gifts for children ages 6-9 (boysô and girlsô gifts, or unisex games, books, or toys) 

 20 gifts for children ages 10-12 (boysô and girlsô gifts, or unisex games, books, or toys) 

 15 gifts for children ages 13-18 (unisex games or gifts) 

 

If you are able to assist in providing any of the above items, 

please call our office at 893-1840.   

 For most of us, the upcoming holiday season brings to mind outings with friends, special events, Christmas     

parties, and time with family.  For many of our clients, however, the holiday season is among the most difficult of the 

year, and serves as a stark reminder of broken families, estranged loved ones, and a sense of loss and loneliness. 

 Recognizing that this is a difficult time of year for many of our clients, SGM, Inc. sponsors several holiday     

activities in the fall and winter, not only to give a sense of hope and belonging to those who have no family to spend the 

holidays with, but also to allow clients the opportunity to begin rebuilding those fragile relationships in a safe, family-

friendly environment.  Please consider how you can help to support these much-anticipated annual activities for the     

clients we serve: 



EVERY BRICK IS A LIFE TRANSFORMEDé  
              A COMMUNITY CHANGED...             
                              A FAMILY TOUCHEDé    
  

450 served in 2010é  500+ to be served in 2011...                                                  

Will you help by ñbuying a brickò for $100?   
Buy-a-Brick donors will be acknowledged in a permanent display in the new building. 

Buy a Brick  Buy a Brick  

Please detach and return bottom portion to Saving Grace Ministries, Inc., P.O. Box 1013, Williamsville, New York 14231 

Buy a Brick  Buy a Brick  
Name:_________________________________________________________ 
Address:  ______________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________ State: ____________ Zip:  _________ 
Phone No.: ______________________________________  E-Mail:  ________________________________________ 
 
Credit Card Type: ________________________________   Card No: _______________________________________ 
Cardholder Name (if different from above): ____________________________________________________________ 
I hereby authorize Saving Grace Ministries, Inc. to charge $100 to the above card. 
Authorized Signature:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to Saving Grace Ministries, Inc. 

Desired Inscription: Please print legibly in all caps, one letter per box.   
Limit 2 lines, 21 characters, including spaces. 

 
       [   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ] 
 
       [   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ][   ] 
 
 SAMPLE: [ J ][ O ][ E ][   ][ A ][ N ][ D ][ E ][ R ][ S ][ O ][ N ]  

Itôs not too late to support  
Saving Grace Ministries, Inc.ôs  
Corporate Office and  
Resource Center project!! 
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Saving Grace Ministries of Elmira, Inc. Enters a New Development Stage 
 
Saving Grace Ministries of Elmira, Inc. is poised to take the next steps in establishing the ñGrace Houseò Transitional 

Residence Program in Elmira to change the lives of ex-offenders and their families in Chemung County.  The agency 

has filed for 501(c)(3) nonprofit status and is hopeful to receive an approval letter in the early fall, allowing SGM of 

Elmira, Inc. to compete for additional funding and continue to cast the vision of ñGrace Houseò in the Twin Tiers. 
 
SGME, Inc. has received commitments from several area churches to provide regular monthly support and is in the  

process of securing a facility to house the ñGrace Houseò program and SGME, Inc. staff offices.  We have formed an 

Advisory Board to assist the Board of Directors with vision-casting, fundraising, community education and outreach, 

and facility renovations and preparation.  The Advisory Board will have its first meeting in mid-September to form  

action committees to focus on each of these areas; the committees will be chaired and directed by a Board member and 

will allow community leaders, area elected officials, and service providers the opportunity to assist SGM of Elmira, 

Inc. as we move forward in establishing ñGrace Houseò Elmira. 

 Cielito Garcia joined the staff in August of this year as the Youth Advocate Case            

Manager.  In that capacity, she will be responsible for overseeing case management 

for clients age 25 and under, as well as covering a portion of the female client   

caseload.  Cielito has several years of case management experience, most recently 

at Spectrum Human Services where she served as a Reentry Care Coordinator.  She 

brings to the staff a wealth of experience and knowledge in servicing the hard-to-

place, high-risk, high-needs cases. 

Dianne Perry joined the staff of Saving Grace Ministries of Rochester, Inc. in March of this 

year as Case Manager for ñGrace Houseò Rochesterôs program facilities. In this role,       

Dianneôs responsibilities include development and implementation of new in-house          

programming, community referral services, DSS application processing, acting as a resident 

liaison where  applicable, development of after care housing, and tracking of program      

outcomes and achievements.  Dianne brings to SGMR, Inc. extensive professional and     

personal experience.  Prior to coming to SGMR, Inc., Dianne established and managed for 

six years a grassroots recovery/reentry agency in Rochester, New York, where her client 

base consisted of 25 to 30 clients.     

 
People often tell me how fortunate SGM, Inc. is to have so many supporting governmental partners 

and contract funding operations.  While SGM, Inc. is fortunate and government contracts definitely have 

provided resources to improve program   outcomes, it is not that simple.  In spite of the overarching         

financial malaise that engulfs America, contract service providers must balance our budgets, pay our       

vendors, maintain our payroll and remain cash flow positive.  This is not an easy task.  It has taken prudent 

decision making, weekly (and at times daily) monitoring of program cost centers, and maintenance of a   

detailed cost accounting system to keep it all under control, along with the wisdom to discern what the     

reports are telling us.   
 
Over the years, SGM, Inc. has had to operate despite late state budgets, repeated state budget        

adjustments, and state contract awards that arrive months late with prior contract start dates.  It is not       

uncommon for SGM, Inc. and other state    contractors to receive executed contract agreements several 

months into the contract period, and funded agencies like SGM, Inc. are expected to provide contract        

services and pay all contract expenses (including payroll) up front without any indication as to when       

contract reimbursements will begin.        ...Continued on page 6 

Managing SGM, Inc. During Uncertain Financial Times  
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Managing SGM, Inc. continued from page 5 

The state budget and contract issues, combined with county budget 

uncertainties, City of Buffalo contract delays, and other fiscal delays      

outside the control of SGM, Inc., have made it difficult to plan ahead for 

staffing, services, and program operations.  Contract amounts often change, 

staffing adjustments must be made, program dynamics modified, all in an 

effort to be cost-effective and do more with less.  The good news is that all 

SGM, Inc. contracted funding partners eventually come through, provide 

executed contracts, and   reimburse for contracted program expenses.   

In spite of these circumstances, SGM, Inc. has grown, our donor 

base remains loyal and our contract partners have stayed faithful to our 

mission.  Most importantly our core staff has risen to the challenge,        

consolidated job functions, learned to perform more efficiently and         

effectively while serving those who present with the most pressing needs.   

Americaôs financial footing may not change for the better any time 

soon, but please know that the    financial affairs of SGM, Inc. are in order, 

with much time invested to maintain fiscal discipline.  We remain grateful 

to God that He has provided every need.  Your donations, support, and 

prayers have seen us through, and we cannot thank you enough for all that 

our stakeholders have done to support the mission of ñGrace House.ò  

In late June, SGM, Inc. officially    

reopened the large second-floor      

bathroom in the ñGrace Houseò      

primary program facility, after             

installation of new tile and a new 

floor throughout the  bathroom.  The 

formal ñribbon cuttingò for the new 

bathroom was held on June 22nd. 

Thanks to SGM, Inc. maintenance 

supervisor Todd Wambsganss for 

your hard work and dedication in 

completing the   project! 

Saving Grace Ministries, Inc. 

 Board of Directors 

 

    Rev. Terry J. King 

    Chairman of the Board 

    Executive Director 

 

 

Sheryl L. King, LCSW-R 

Sisters Hospital 

Care Management 

Social Work 

 

Rev. Dr. Ron  Burgio, 

President, Elim Fellowship 

Love Joy Gospel Church 

Senior Pastor 

 

 

Mrs. Lynette Galloway 

Buffalo Psychiatric Center 

(Ret.) 

 

 

Chaplain Don Snyder 

Wende Corr. Facility 

Oak Orchard Assembly of 

God, Associate Pastor 

Looking for other ways you can help?   

Go to our blog at www.sgmworld.org/wordpress and  

click on our July 22nd post ñHow can you help?ò 


