
        Look What the Lord Has Done  
 SGM, Inc. Impacts the Community,   
Miracles Happen, the Lord Provides                  

        Moving into the newly renovated corporate offices reminds me of Deu-

teronomy chapter 11. God spoke to the Israelites through Moses, reminding the 

elders that God truly cares for them. That it is not our land but His that He has 

instructed us to reclaim and spend our lives assisting. Many of our neighboring youth do not 

remember the ravaged community, the struggle to persevere. But many here today remember 

the cry that we take back the community in order to reach lives and see a next generation regain 

their rightful, meaningful place within our society. 

       The Lord has blessed SGM, Inc. and the growth and impact remains as a testimony to the power of God to change 

lives. We could have hardly imagined ten or eleven years ago what SGM, Inc. would look like today.  Today we witness not 

only the rebirth of a building but the heart of a community built on the foundation of Jesus Christ. Revival is what we wit-

ness today as this building is dedicated. No, we could not have done this by ourselves. This day represents the culmination of 

many who labored, committed that revival and our city can once 

again be used to raise families, change lives and instill hope to 

our neighbors, families and others in need. Many of you be-

lieved and today witness this dedication not just as an  accom-

plishment of man, but as a statement, of what can be accom-

plished when we let God and following our life gifting. What 

stands before us today is simply not a building but the heart 

of a community instilling hope and life purpose. The work that 

is targeted to be accomplished within the building is set to im-

pact future generations and leaves a lasting  community asset 

for the least and the lost providing opportunity for those 

choosing a new way to live life. 
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Rev. Terry King 

   from renovation... 

 ...to restoration! 

Corporate Office Dedication 

October 15, 2010 

L to R: Rev. Tommy Reid, The Tabernacle; Rev. Terry King, Executive Director, SGM, Inc.; Lynette Galloway, SGM, Inc. Board of 

Directors; Dr. Rev. Ron Burgio, SGM, Inc. Board of Directors; City of Buffalo Councilman Richard Fontana, Lovejoy District; Sheryl 

King, SGM, Inc. Board of Directors; Hon. Byron Brown, Mayor of the City of Buffalo; Gino Russi, Regional Director, NYSDOP 

 



While SGM, Inc. Buffalo grows, lives 

change and a community transforms, we   

remain steadfast to our commitment to 

assist men and women from prison who 

seek their rightful, God-given place within 

our community in order to become law-

abiding, productive, meaningful members of our 

community. The new offices and         commu-

nity center provide a gate, a cornerstone of sup-

port for those SGM, Inc. is called to serve. The 

Psalmist writes in Psalm 118 that ñthe Lord has 

done thisòé Certainly when we assess this pro-

ject, the scope, the accomplishment and the pur-

pose this building serves we can all 

agree ñThe Lord has done this, and it 

is marvelous in our eyes.ò 

Witnessing the men and women 

grow, establish meaningful lives and now 

contribute back to society as tangible,        

constructive community members is what 

ñGrace Houseò was established to afford 

Gods people opportunity to do. It gives me 

no greater joy than to watch men and 

women find the love of 

Jesus, move into commu-

nity, and positively    

contribute, serving,   

leading and living life 

Today you see with your own eyes what the Lord 

has doneémany here today have testimonies of a 

past life, changed, inspired and now contributing so 

others may find their way. 

As you walk 

through the  build-

ing perhaps we 

need not be re-

minded that this is 

all made possible through God, for only He has done this 

and it is marvelous.  What we dedicate today, is simply 

not a  building but as community leaders the fervent hope 

that through the efforts of many, the available resources 

and the lasting legacy, this space, this corner of Bailey Ave-

nue and Doat Street will be used 

mightily to touch a generation 

for good, afford opportunity to 

the oppressed and ñset the     

captives free.ò 
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Many hands made it happen 

   Ribbon cutting ñGrace Houseò I 

2001 

ñP.O. 1st 

ñGrace 

Houseò cat 

ñGrace Houseò     I 

ñGrace Houseò  I  

ñGrace Houseò II 

ñGrace Houseò IV 

ñGrace Houseò V and VI 

       ñGrace Houseò III 

ñGrace HouseòVII 

ñGrace Houseò has  

been a redemption to  

our neighborhood!ò      
Pat Gauthier, Brinkman 

Street Block Club member 

2001 

2000 

2001 

2000 

Deuteronomy 11:7 (NIV)  

But it was your own eyes that 

saw all these great things the 

Lord has done. 

Psalm 118:23 (NIV) 

The Lord has done this, and 

it is marvelous in our eyes. 



Our Work Is Not Done, We Need You! 
 With the dedication and grand opening of our corporate    

office behind us, itôs easy to forget that the new building is not 

yet finished.  We are still in need of donations and assistance to 

put the ñfinishing touchesò on the   corporate office building.   

 We are also in the process of preparing the former staff     

office building for its new purpose as a womenôs facility.  We are 

in need of furnishings, appliances, and financial support to      

prepare the building for clients. 

 As an agency with multiple state, county, and local      

contracts,  our donors may think we no longer rely on them - 

nothing could be further from the truth.  Government contracts 

provide funding for staffing, supplies, and services but much of 

our day-to-day operating expenses are supported by private      

donors.  Contracts will not furnish a building, clothe a client in 

need, or provide for personal hygiene products, soap, cleaning products, or any of the other items our clients use 

on a daily basis.  We are always in need of new or gently used clothing items in all sizes and for all weather   

conditions, including womenôs clothing for our new womenôs facility.  Please consider how you may be able to 

help as we enter this new chapter in our ministry service. 

ñGrace Notesò          Fall, 2010 

Building Dedication Begins a New Chapter for SGM, Inc. 
On Friday, February 26, 2010, we gathered in the fire hall at 2025 Bailey Avenue to break ground 

on the largest project that Saving Grace Ministries, Inc. has ever undertaken.  On Friday, October 15, 

2010, just 231 days later, many of the same people gathered again, together with local politicians, 

dignitaries, SGM, Inc. staff, donors, supporters, community members, and church leadership to  

dedicate the newly-renovated building and celebrate its grand opening.  Gathered together in what was once  an 

unheated, unadorned truck bay,  we celebrate the dedication of the buildingðand the rededication of our workð

to our purpose and mission to disciple men and women from prison and to assist them in rebuilding their lives 

and their families. 

 City of Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown, who spoke at the ground breaking and at the dedication said ñ[The 

City of Buffalo] had faith in Rev. King and Saving Grace Ministries because of the body of work that theyôve 

done in the community, work that theyôve done to transform lives...We have been faithful because you have been 

faithful.ò 

 SGM, Inc. remains faithful and dedicated to our mission to serve men and women who are returning to 

Buffalo and Western New York.  With the opening of the Corporate Office and Resource Center, the facility 

which previously housed our staff offices will be converted into a womenôs facility, housing six women and   

providing  much-needed case management and transitional services based on the ñGrace Houseò model.  The 

dedication and grand opening of the new building closes a chapter in SGM, Inc.ôs work, but more importantly it 

opens a new chapter - one in which we will continue to serve as we have been called.  
          ~ Alyssa M. Gross, Corporate Counsel 

 

 

To see 360-degree videos from various stages  

during the renovation, check out our  

Corporate Office Project page on our website at 

www.sgmworld.org/firehall 

L: Dr. Rev. Ron Burgio, SGM, Inc. Board of Directors; 

Ms. Vanda Seward, Director of Reentry Services,  

NYS Division of Parole; City of Buffalo Councilman 

Richard Fontana, Lovejoy District  

R: Hon. Mayor Byron Brown, City of Buffalo 

How You Can Help... 



       Upcoming Special Events for Residents and Families 
      One of my favorite things about fall is the anticipation of the upcoming holiday  season 

and all the special events at SGM, Inc. that are just around the corner.  Every year, I look 

forward to the annual resident and family pumpkin carving, which is always a great low-

key activity for ñGrace Houseò residents, graduates, and their families.  Many of our  clients 

have never carved a pumpkin before, and they appreciate and enjoy the experience.  

      In November, the SGM, Inc. family celebrates Thanksgiving, with a big buffet-style 

dinner for our staff, clients, and the community.  For some of our residents, this is the only 

family Thanksgiving theyôve ever experienced, and itôs a blessing to be a 

part of this extended ñfamilyò every year. 

      Our biggest and longest-running holiday celebration is the resident 

Christmas party, where each resident receives a gift of his or her own.  

This event has grown over the years to include not just the residents but 

their families, as well as our staff and their families, the church            

community, and our ministry supporters. 

 None of these events would be possible without donor support.  

Year after year, supporters of SGM, Inc. from the church and the         

community have worked tirelessly to provide residents with the              

opportunity to celebrate the holidays with their families.   

 We are especially in need of gifts for the residents for the Christmas 

party; new clothing items in various sizes, shaving kits, bathrobes, slippers, 

and winter clothing are always popular items.  If you are interested in 

donating gifts for the Christmas party, please call the office to find 

out what are greatest areas of need are. 

               ~Alyssa M. Gross 
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How Can You Help?  

SGM, Inc. anticipates serving 550 clients in 2011 in the ñGrace Houseò Transitional Residence Program; most of 

these men and women come with one set of clothing and little else.  The need is significant... 

 PERSONAL CARE: 

 4000 disposable razors 

shaving cream 

6000 rolls of toilet paper 

shampoo 

6000 bars of soap  

 
CLEANING SUPPLIES: 

400 large trash bags  

500 rolls of paper towels 

300 bottles of dish soap 

6 mops/buckets 

6 ironing boards  

laundry detergent 

dish sponges 

7 irons  

2000 dryer sheets 

  CLOTHING:   

(for men and women) 

900 pairs of pants   

1700 shirts    

900 t-shirts   

1600 pairs of underwear 

1600 pairs of socks  

800 pairs of shoes   

 LINENS:  

900 towels  

900 washcloths 

550 twin sheet sets 

450 blankets  

200 pillows  

 APPLIANCES:*  

7 vacuums  

fridge 

stove  

washer and dryer 

*in good working condition 

Resident Incentive Program Rewards Positive Outcomes 
 The ñGrace Houseò Resident Incentive Program was developed in order to  

provide positive feedback to clients for completing the various stages of the ñGrace 

Houseò program; clients are recognized and given rewards for accomplishments and 

achievements throughout their program participation, encouraging compliance and 

promoting client participation in the program process.  Since the rewards program was 

instituted, SGM, Inc. has seen an increase in positive client outcomes, improved      

behavior and compliance, and an increase in clients actively participating in the      

program process. 

 Rewards for ñPhase Iò and ñPhase IIò achievements are gift cards in small    

denominations ($5-$10) for McDonaldôs, Tim Hortonôs, Dunkin Donuts, or a phone 

card.  ñPhase IIIò rewards include gift cards in slightly larger denominations ($15-$25) 

for local retailers (Wal-Mart, a local clothing and shoe store).  ñPhase IVò rewards  

include a special outing (bowling, a baseball game, a movie) or permission for special 

activities. 

 We are always in need of donations to support the rewards program: gift cards 

in various denominations, tickets or local events (baseball, hockey, movies), or        

financial support toward the purchase of incentive rewards.   

 Please consider how you can help us continue this popular program! 

Visit us online at www.sgmworld.org - check back frequently for updates!! 
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 2nd kitchen Fall 2005 

Restoring the roof  at ñGrace Houseò I 

Staff Fun 

Congrats Graduate 

Rev. Eddie 

ñGrace Houseò Rochester 

Pumpkin carving 

Donated Van and Trailer 

Gino Russi 

NYS Division of  Parole 

Congrats  

Graduate Mike 

Rev. Dave Mazzella 

Founding Board Member 
Chapel   Christmas Outreach 

Congrats Graduate Kevin 

          United Way Day of Caring 

Todd and Todd, hard at work! 

A Word from the Director       Continued from Page 1 
  

 The mission of SGM, Inc. began in 1999. We have served men and women from prison, providing housing, case  

management, food, clothing and basic needs. Over 70% of our graduates move on to independent living, comply with  

parole release mandates and remain crime-free having been tracked for up to one year after graduating from primary   

program.  Certainly, the success of ñGrace Houseò is the unique streams of support and cooperation with community 

stakeholders   including the community of faith, local, county, state and federal contracted partners. 

We thank every community partner and donor that gave to the building project and helped us through donations 

and the ñbuy a brickò fundraising campaign to secure the money required to buy the property and fund the initial project 

development costs. The balance of project funding is provided through First Niagara Bank secured by a primary        

mortgage.  As with many SGM, Inc. projects I remain awed by the outpouring of support from  vendors, construction 

trades and all who are involved in the building conversion making this a great success. CSS Construction handled the  

project supervision and trades coordination. Dave Pawlik and Russell Kyte have gone beyond the call of duty guiding this 

project.                         - Rev. Terry King, Executive Director, SGM, Inc. 

 


