The Ron Heinrich Story

I met Ron through an altar response when | shared at the Tabernacle in Orchard Park, New York in 2000. At that time, Pastor
Reid shared that Ron was a contractor, a man of God and someone to always be depended upon. Ron began “stopping by” the Bailey
Avenue site in late 2001, watching Mike Renzi and | and others work tirelessly, attempting to renovate “Grace House.” After several
months of stopping by and lending a hand, Ron asked whether he could take over the renovation project... The Lord had seen our strug-
gle...the Lord had sent a blessing...

Ron was determined to see “Grace House” renovated, calling vendors, securing donations from drywall to carpet to boilers, fur-
naces, paint, etc. and work, work, work, hour after hour, organizing, directing and laboring for one goal...to see “Grace House” open.
Ron became my friend, he became a friend to others, to Mike Renzi and to the men he never met who years later would come to know
the Love of Christ through the ministry of “Grace House.” Ron had a family, a career, a life rich in Godliness, yet never missed opportu-
nity to share Christ alive.

One of my final memories of Ron was the first week we opened our offices, with no hot water. One day at 8:00am, | heard a
noise in the basement, a banging. | called out to see who was there, and it was Ron, who called back “I’m connecting the hot water
tank.” Minutes later | hear a baby’s cry. | headed downstairs to see what was going on, only to find in 25 degree weather a newborn
baby swaddled in a baby carrier, laying on the ground next to his father. Ron had a torch and plumbing wrenches in his hands; he looked
up at me said “good morning,” then told me to take the baby upstairs and feed him a bottle, saying that the baby would quiet down and
Ron would be done in a few minutes.

As Ron labored, | fed the baby in my office, deeply moved by that moment and recognizing the cost Ron paid to love the
Lord... A week later, “Grace House” had just opened and received our first resident when Ron stopped by, wanting me to see his new
expedition with two car seats securely fastened in for his two new baby twins. We hugged and | said good-bye; minutes later Ron died in
a tragic auto accident.

And so it is fitting that we honor Ron. We honor his memory, we honor the foundation that he established. So when you are
called, will you respond? Will you pay the cost? The legacy of Ron’s life lives on.

Rev. Terry King, Executive Director
Saving Grace Ministries, Inc.
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